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Historical SLO Architectural Sites
 
SAN LUIS OBISPO – Cal Poly’s Graphic Communication Institute has published a new book – “75 SLO City Sites,” a 
self-guided tour book that aims to encourage readers to learn about San Luis Obispo’s history and develop a greater 
appreciation of its early residents. 
The book, released this month, is written by Patti Taylor and Suzette Lees and contains many vintage photos collected and 
organized by local photographer Verena von Engel (including some from her personal collection). 
“The book is more than a picture book,” Taylor said. “It provides a healthy discussion of the architectural details and histories of 
building owners and their contributions to the community – and how their interrelationships can be relevant to the community’s 
survival.” 
Steve Owens, publisher of SLO Journal Plus magazine, said, “ ‘75 SLO City Sites’ will give a greater appreciation of the early 
citizens inhabiting and developing San Luis Obispo. The book is a wonderful addition to anyone’s library and would be a great 
resource for local citizens, visiting guests and our future generations.” 
The book is yet another example of how Cal Poly’s “learn by doing” educational approach can benefit the community, said 
Harvey Levenson, director of the Graphic Communication Institute and head of Cal Poly Graphic Communication Department. 
“While the book was published by the Graphic Communication Institute,” Levenson said, “all files were prepared and the book 
was printed by Cal Poly’s experiential, student-run, faculty advised, printing and publishing company, University Graphic 
Systems. UGS provides students with real world opportunities and provides a head start on developing career skills.” 
For additional information and to acquire a copy of the book, contact: 
75 SLO City Sites 
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P. O. Box 13004 
San Luis Obispo, CA 93406 
805-544-6510 
75SLOCitySites1@sbcglobal.net 
About Cal Poly's Graphic Communication Department and Institute 
Founded in 1946, Cal Poly’s Graphic Communication Department includes concentrations in graphic communication 
management, Web and digital media, design reproduction technology, graphics for packaging, and individualized study. The 
program is strongly supported with grants and endowments and by industry donations of equipment, supplies and software for 
the department’s more than 33,000 square feet of modern laboratories. The Graphic Communication Institute 
(www.grci.calpoly.edu) focuses on services for industry, including research, testing, product evaluations, consulting, training, 
seminars, workshops, conferences, and publishing. The department has national accreditation through the Accrediting Council 
for Collegiate Graphic Communications. 
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